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OVERVIEW: What’s new in Version 9.0 

VERSION 1.0, SPRING 2010 

New Interface 

Blackboard 9 sports a greatly enhanced interface that allows you and your students to drag and drop items in 
a list, select options from drop-down menus, and access help within specific areas in the program.. 

Control Panel 

Default Tool Links 

The “Communication” and 
“Course Tools” links that 
appeared by default in 
Blackboard 8 (below the course 
menu) are gone.  But, as before, 
you can add a link to the course 
menu.  Click the plus button 
above the course menu, then 
select your tool.   
 
You can also add links 
inside a content area. 
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Course Home Page 

A course can show by default a panel 
of modules containing useful 
information for students on what has 
changed they last opened the course. 
On one screen, they can see alerts on 
what is important to address now or in 
the near future.  

Assignments 

Digital Dropbox is gone in 
Blackboard 9.  The Assignments 
tool has been the recommended 
tool for this task for some time.  
And it has been improved: you 
can now deploy an assignment 
to groups of students, allow 
multiple attempts for the same 
assignment, and give specific 
students an additional attempt.  
Choose Create Assignment 
from the Evaluate pull-down 
menu in a content area. 

Groups 

You can “batch create” groups at one time.  
You can select students yourself or have 
Blackboard randomly assign them to groups - 
even let students self-enroll.  
From the Control Panel, click Users and 
Groups. 

Moving Items in a List 


